
Rabies in the Philippines: 
Challenges, Initiatives, and Ways Forward Toward One Health Approach
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 Rabies by the Numbers:  
 Philippines
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Socio Cultural
Facts on Rabies are included in the elementary curriculum of 
students to educate them about the disease. World Rabies 
Day and Rabies Awareness Month are organized to intensify 
knowledge on Rabies and responsible pet ownership.

Technical
Improved mass dog vaccination (MDV) is achieved through 
coordination with private stakeholders, academe, and health 
authorities. Capacity building on MDV and surveillance are also 
implemented to prevent Rabies occurrence.

Organizational
Improved coordination across relevant sectors (agriculture, health, 
local community leaders, private sectors) through regular meetings 
are regularly held to improve Rabies control efforts.

Political
Sustained budgetary support toward Rabies control activities 
can be materialized through the help of policy makers. Health 
and veterinary leaders communicate with their city leaders to 
achieve this.

S-T-O-P Approach towards Rabies disease control and elimination

 Challenges
• Availability of human and animal rabies vaccines
• Low vaccination rates
• Limited public awareness
• Weak coordination between human and animal health sectors
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